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Jaunchingof arocket toih
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?moon, on the eve of the Apoll
i1 flight, is the latest sign of th
lose relationship hetween thp ;.
viet and American space prge -

-

fiact, if the world were run on
. logical basis, one of the scats
honor would be occupied by

{xita S. Khrushchev, former lea
| er of the Soviet Union.

“rhpidly to take advantage of|:

Jgrams since the first Sputnik. Th

ace successes and Amprican !

kity of communism over capt
lism, as well as the inevitabili
of communism's worlg -

fedy made his historic declaras

|- There is deep irony in this prq
Day after day he‘ hammered| .+ history of the Apollo project o
i Tpme the theme that Sovief |
; o o] ] lenge that Khruschey had braif:
ace failures proved the supert A washed Americans inlo fearif
{ praved before long to be an em

| ty threat.
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on to Congress: *1 belicve this
ation” should commit itsclf t
| chicving the goal, before thi
[lecade is out, of landing a may
[+ the moon and returning hing
kafely to earth.” ]

at leastitwo reasons.
. For one thing, the Soviet cha
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‘ Khrushchev won't be there pf ! friumph through the process of And this country has disc j :
‘course. Yet if he were able foi peaceful economic and' technd'.: ercd in the intervening ye 2 1 &
| speak openly he could with sorge  |ogical competition. ] that its own.mtcmal problemyg—
justice claim that as much si| ‘ i - not the Soviet threat—were 18 -
S 0 other living person he whs ; The combination of Sovie t most‘.v.,;ex_'lgu}s_;.t_:ha‘llein'ges tcnt'i e ,;
~ . [xesponsible for_seting off _the ' lspace achievements and Khrus} B R O s
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train of events leading to this |
“week's historic adventure.

[ Youngsters of the present ge-
" neration have no memorics of i
| Khrushchev in his heyday. Y
s recall neither the profound shdel
“*Americans felt late in 1957 wijen ]
wthe first two Soviet Sputnifs’
t were orbited nor the feelings of
. extreme humiilation that swppt '’
¢'this country when the first [ni~
‘ tempts to orbit “the misnarped
% American Vanguard satellftes;
“ proved fiascos.
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' It was Khrushchev—then in”
¢ the center of the world spetljght «
..as the foremost Soviet leadpr—.

“Iry, some American leaders bé

“|basis in reality for Soviet boas
:Jabout the superiority of Mo

khev's propaganda had a trag’}
matic impact.on this country. .,
For the first time in U. S. histd- i

T

gan to fear that there might be IaH
s

rcow's system.

The late Allen W. Dulles, th
head of the Central Intelligende !
| Agency, made it his top poiorify
to warnAmericans of the realify
and seiousness of the Sovigt,
-challenge, pleading that t} is,

=

i1 country wake up té the need fr
Tvetter performance in productipn ;

and technology in order 1o fc-,
. pulse Moscow's threat. . T

" Then Yuri Gagarin became fhe!
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'f-,.who saw the political and prgpa=-1/ first man to orbit the earth apd.
g.ﬁ ganda opportunities presente by {. the lssue was decided. On My
i’these eN.ept s‘.an.d..xvho;mq!ec_lg « 25, 1961, Pregident. John F. K Bed
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